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My favorite project we did this year is inventions. | liked it because we got to use more of our
imagination in doing something that will help or community, ourselves or someone else.
5 grade girl, Pasteur Elementary School, City of Chicago School Dist 299, IL

My favorite science lesson is doing the experiments and discovering new things.
5th grade girl, Thomas Jefferson Elementary, Baltimore City Public Schools, MD

My favorite project is this year when we dissected owl pellets. | have never dissected anything at all
in my life, so when | found out that we would be dissecting owl pellets, | was very excited.
5 grade girl, Bridge Elementary School, City of Chicago School Dist 299, IL

My favorite science project is the M&M investigation. It is my favorite because it helps me on solving
problems and how to investigate.
4th grade girl, Aldridge Elementary School, City of Chicago School Dist 299, IL

My favorite science project is the "Eco System" last year. It was about a week project. It is my
favorite because it was the first time | had done a long project.
5 grade girl, Newport Coast Elementary, Newport-Mesa Unified, CA

| like last year’s science fair because | got to see things explode and | got to see things | never

thought exist[ed].
5" grade boy, Bouchet Elementary Math & Science Academy, City of Chicago School Dist 299, IL

The "New And Improved" project because we had to use our imaginations to do this project. We had
to use our imagination by making up an invention that we think is going to appear in the future.
5‘hgrade girl, Govans Elementary, Baltimore City Public Schools, MD

My favorite science project is to do chemicals. It's my favorite because, | like to mix things and see
what they form.
4" grade girl, Solomon Elementary School, City of Chicago School Dist 299, IL

| like science it's really cool you could use tools that you have not seen before or used.
5" grade girl, Reilly Elementary School, City of Chicago School Dist 299, IL

My favorite subject is science because | learn new things and | like to learn.
3" grade boy, Alcott Elementary School, City of Chicago School Dist 299, IL

| think science is my favorite project because it helps me learn more then parents and teachers do.
5th grade girl, Haley Elementary Academy, City of Chicago School Dist 299, IL

| like [the] airplane experiment in science because you can see what you did wrong if the airplane
doesn't go far enough, and you can hang out with all of your friends. It's a really fun experiment to do
in science.

5" grade girl, Harbor View Elementary, Newport-Mesa Unified, CA

My favorite lesson is when the science teacher taught us how to make some pennies clean. What
makes it my favorite is that it is very challenging and it uses my thinking.
4th grade boy, Armstrong G Elementary Int’l Studies, City of Chicago School Dist 299, IL
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My favorite science lesson was preparing for the science fair. | did a project on the solar system.
Just making the planets was really good for me because my parents made me do it all alone. It was

hard but they told me that | could do it and | did.
4" grade boy, Cecil Elementary, Baltimore City Public Schools, MD

..when we touched liver, hearts, lungs, and brains from a pig. | liked it because it was cool and
squishy
. 5th grade girl, Bridge Elementary School, City of Chicago School Dist 299, IL

Last year we had a biochemist come in teach us how to mix properlyadded chemicals and
substances. It was fun because we all thought it would be boring but when he mixed two chemicals
foam started to come out of the beaker and smelled like oranges

7th grade boy, Herbert C. Hoover Middle School, Brevard County School District, FL

| liked the science lesson when we made ice cream to show how you can freeze a liquid and it will
become a solid. 1 liked this because it was fun making the ice cream, and also fun to eat it!
4‘hgrade girl, Andersen (Roy O.) Elementary, Newport-Mesa Unified, CA

My favorite project from last year was about batteries because it was cool seeing it light up in my
hands.
5" grade boy, Haines Elementary School, City of Chicago School Dist 299, IL

" # $$3$

| liked last year’s ecosystem and dissecting the owl pellets. | liked dissecting owl pellets because you
got to see what the owl ate. The reason | liked the ecosystem was because | liked planting, feeding

and caring for stuff.
5" grade girl, Newport Elementary, Newport-Mesa Unified, CA

Stomp Rocket Lab. It was a fun way of physically understanding physics and put the idea into
concrete terms. It was different because it was hands on, outdoors, and something different.
11th grade girl, Eau Gallie High School, Brevard County School District, FL

It was last year in fourth grade we did a science project about plant cells and we had to make them
with clay. It is my favorite because you can have fun with working with science and you don’t even
know your doing science because you have to much fun.

5" grade boy, Taylor Elementary School, City of Chicago School Dist 299, IL

This year we built rollercoasters. It was a hands-on project, it was fun, and it was a mixture of math
and science. We need more hands on activities because you do learn from them and they make
learning much more fun.

6th grade girl, Columbia Elementary School, Brevard County School District, FL

Something fun that we did in science was acting like we were bears and we tried to see who would
survive the best. It was my favorite because we got to go outside and got to run around. | would tell

my school to listen to the children's ideas of they want to do.
6th grade boy, Cardinal Pacelli Elementary School, Archdiocese of Cincinnati, OH

Well in science biology we do experiments online and it's cool. It shows you instead of reading it to

you. Start using online activities!
9th grade boy, Miami Sunset Senior High School, Dade County School District, FL

My favorite science lesson is when we used a microscope to see a plant cell. ..l [had] never done
before but | realizedhow cool it was!
5 grade boy, Armstrong G Elementary Int’| Studies, City of Chicago School Dist 299, IL

My favorite science lesson that we did was when we were learning about using the magnifying
glasses measuring things with rulers.
3" grade girl, Cecil Elementary, Baltimore City Public Schools, MD
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We once did a Biology lab by breeding fruit flies and determining which genes were passed [on]. |
enjoyed it because it was a hands-on experience.
12th grade girl, Notre Dame Preparatory School, MD

The experiment about sublimation was interesting to me. We used dry ice to see what sublimation
was. To make other science activities as fun and interesting as this one, they should have
experiments using things that aren't seen everyday.

8th grade girl, Robert C. Fisler, Fullerton Elementary, CA

In physics, we learned about circuits with interactive lessons that were really fun and easy to use.
They helped me understand the lessons better. | think if they used that type of lesson again, it would
be really fun!

12th grade girl, Florida Virtual High School, Florida Virtual School, FL

For science this year we were put into groups and we had to come up with lyrics to a song based on
a real song (example, YMCA). We had to include science terms like atoms, neutrons, protons, and
everything having to do with an atom and then we had to explain what each was while singing it to a
good tune. | thought it was interesting and a very good way to understand what each part was. It was
my favorite because making up songs helps me learn a subject well.

8th grade girl, Cardinal Pacelli Elementary School, Archdiocese of Cincinnati, OH

My favorite project was this year when we had to turn a solid into a liquid into a gas -with a candle, a
spoon and ice water. It is my favorite because | never had an experience like this.
5" grade girl, Govans Elementary, Baltimore City Public Schools, MD

My favorite project was when we rubbed the balloon on our hair and it stuck to some of the objects.
It was my favorite project because it was fun and funny and really, really cool.
4" grade boy, Newport Coast Elementary, Newport-Mesa Unified, CA

My favorite science project was last year and it was about habitats. The project involved making a
certain habitat out of a shoe box.l liked this project because it involved artwork and science.
4" grade boy, Bridge Elementary School, City of Chicago School Dist 299, IL

My favorite science project is when we had to feel the dirt and how it changed when water was
splashed on it. What the difference is how you feel the dirt and | love to feel the dirt and play in it.
5" grade boy, Medfield Heights Elementary, Baltimore City Public Schools, MD

My favorite thing is a project that | did last year and it was about Saturn. It was my favorite becausel
[had] chance to teach someone about what | know about Saturn.
4" grade girl, Armstrong G Elementary Int’| Studies, City of Chicago School Dist 299, IL

Science is already great the way it is.Kids like science because it has alot of hands on activities and
that makes us want to learn more .Math could be more interesting if we did more hands on work.
6th grade girl, Columbia Elementary School, Brevard County School District, FL

| like taking the nature walk. When we took our nature walk we were studying about leafs. For
example we were talking about living and non living things.
5th grade girl, James Mosher Elementary, Baltimore City Public Schools, MD

| took Biology last year and one of the things that | remembered very well where we had to grow our
own bacteria and fungus and then examine them under a microscope, and | thought it was really
cool because learning became truly interactive.

9th grade girl, Florida Virtual High School, Florida Virtual School, FL

In science two years ago we did skits relating to what we learned in class and | thought that was
really fun to make a skit and to watch the others. It was also a fun way to learn about real life
situations relating to science.

7th grade girl, Notre Dame Preparatory School, MD
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Last year in science class we got to dissect a frog, | thought it was a good lesson because we got to
finally have a hands on experience. | would like to do more hands on experiences in class.
7th grade girl, Cardinal Pacelli Elementary School, Archdiocese of Cincinnati, OH

Right now in science we are about to launch our rockets we have been working on.This is really cool
because it's like a hands-on project.This was different because like we actually got to build it
ourselves and it was really, really, really cool

6th grade girl, Briarmeadow Charter, Houston ISD, TX

A science activity that | did this year was quite interesting. | had to keep a log of my family's water
use, thinking of everything that used any water. | also had to keep a list of my personal use. | liked it

because it involved me in the assignment.
12th grade girl, Florida Virtual High School, Florida Virtual School, FL

| enjoyed making a balloon powered race car for science. This project was especially interesting
because we get to be creative and find the best way to make our race car work. | would tell my
school that they should have a structured, but yet creative project or lesson so that everyone can find
their interests.

7th grade girl, Herbert C. Hoover Middle School, Brevard County School District, FL

This year, we used a USB microscope called the Proscope that let us look closely at objects in
science. This is different because we were able to explore on our own rather than be forced to stay
within certain boundaries for experiment. If our school let us explore a little more freely in math and
science rather than follow set lessons, maybe students would be more apt to listen.

7th grade boy, Robert C. Fisler, Fullerton Elementary, CA

I am currently working on a science research project called the effects of magnetism on
electrostatics. | like it because | chose the project and control how | do it.
7th grade boy, Herbert C. Hoover Middle School, Brevard County School District, FL

Drawing the blueprints of my dream house (Geometry). It was fun because | had been imagining this
house in my head and it was fun to be able to put on paper. | would tell them to make their lesson
short and sweet, like that one because the human brain can absorb so much.

12th grade girl, Florida Virtual High School, Florida Virtual School, FL

| got to make a presentation to teach the rest of my class. | got to teach my classmates and they
liked it. Students teaching students would help everyone learn
10th grade boy, Eau Gallie High School, Brevard County School District, FL

My favorite project from last year was the Inquiry project. It is different from other projects because
we got to choose what our topic was, and that is why | love it so much.
4" grade girl, Armstrong G Elementary Int’| Studies, City of Chicago School Dist 299, IL

| designed a theme park using Newton's three laws and other physics terms.
6th grade girl, Tropical Elementary School, Brevard County School District, FL

| made a boat out of straws and tape. | wanted to see how many beans it could hold before it sank.
| liked it because | got to build things and test out what | built. | think that my school should have

more activities where we can make things.
7th grade boy, Poe Middle, Fairfax County Public Schools, VA

Last year in Geometry, our final project was to build a scale model of an actual house. This project
was different from the same old boring poster board and essay projects that we're always doing and

allowed me to use my creativity.
11th grade boy, Eleanor Roosevelt High School, Prince George's County Public Schools, MD



INSPIRING THE NEXT GENERATION OF INNOVATORS: STUDENTS, PARENTS AND EDUCATORS SPEAK UP ABOUT SCIENCE EDUCATION

My freshman year of highschool my teacher gave us a project in which we had to develop our own
solar powered car. It was my favorite project because we were able to break the common classroom
atmosphere and spend time developing something that was our own.

11th grade boy, Melbourne Senior High School, Brevard County School District, FL

| did a science project this year and it was a waterwheel. It was fun because | got to design it and
build it.
8th grade girl, Florida Virtual Middle School, Florida Virtual School, FL

| guess it would have to be the one about biomes that were doing right now. It would be my favorite
because it is something | can work with friends.
5th grade girl, Pasteur Elementary School, City of Chicago School Dist 299, IL

My favorite thing was making a space ship. It is my favorite because we got to build it... we were in
groups making the space ship and because we each brought a thing to make the space ship.
4" grade girl, Solomon Elementary School, City of Chicago School Dist 299, IL

A favorite science activity | did a while ago was creating a volcano in a group project. Learning how
to do new things with fellow classmates is fun and motivational. It makes the students want to put
more effort into it and work on the project than individual work.

9th grade boy, High Point High, Prince Georges County Public Schools, MD

| like it when we go into little math groups and so it is easier to learn from your mistakes and the
other kids can help you with your problems in math.
6th grade girl, Lewis Carroll Elementary School, Brevard County School District, FL

My favorite activity was when we dissected a frog in 6th grade. | liked how we could see the actual
frog not a picture of one. Lessons are fun when you get to work in groups and see actual live things,
like animals in science.

7th grade boy, Cardinal Pacelli Elementary School, Archdiocese of Cincinnati, OH

| like working hands on in a science setting where we have telescopes and advanced technology to
help us in what we are studying. | feel that this helps us really understand what we are learning. |
also feel that this well help us enjoy science more.

7th grade girl, Cardinal Pacelli Elementary School, Archdiocese of Cincinnati, OH

My favorite activity was in my science class when we were able to use probes that were hooked up
to a computer enabling us as students to measure the acidity of certain chemical. We were also
given clues to help us figure out which chemical it was. This was interesting because we were able
to work in groups and brainstorm on a puzzle that was mind boggling. It was an interactive
assignment that required critical thinking and allowed us to learn while we were having fun.

12th grade girl, Miami Central Senior High School, Dade County School District, FL

A science lesson | did last year that was especially interesting to me was learning about the periodic
table through interactive software. What was different about it was that it was online and that the
students could interact with it. | would like to tell my school to make the Internet projects more
interactive to get the same feel as my favorite activity.

9th grade girl, Notre Dame Preparatory School, MD

In science | like to go to the science lab because you get to work with instruments. | like to work with
math because sometimes you get to work with fun activities.
4" grade girl, Airport Elementary, Weslaco ISD, TX
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Last year | liked the inquiry project... because we got to use technology for our research.
4" grade girl, Armstrong G Elementary Int’l Studies, City of Chicago School Dist 299, IL

In math, we are using a new program called Geometer's SketchPad | like it because it is using our
laptops and extends math past the textbook and paper.
10th grade girl, Notre Dame Preparatory School, MD

| enjoyed making charts and PowerPoint presentations for Science and Math projects. These are my
favorite subjects, | liked being creative while doing the assignments. | would like to tell my school that
having a variety of creative assignments helps to keep learning fun and interesting.

11th grade girl, Florida Virtual High School, Florida Virtual School, FL

| had to create a PowerPoint on an element of my choice in chemistry this year. | chose Carbon. It
was especially fun and interesting for me because | enjoyed making the PowerPoint. | love being
creative and being able to add creativity to my project was fun.

10th grade girl, Notre Dame Preparatory School, MD

An interesting project would be our science song about atoms and elements. It's my favorite because
it was fun and creative unlike all the other boring projects. Let us use laptops to help us with our
research

8th grade girl, Cardinal Pacelli Elementary School, Archdiocese of Cincinnati, OH

| really liked doing GeoSketch it is a really good way to figure out rules of Geometry without having a
teacher just tell you. It reinforces the concepts.
10th grade girl, Notre Dame Preparatory School, MD

In my anatomy class we frequently do web activities that allow us to see how parts of the body such
as muscles, bones, and organs function.
12th grade girl, Notre Dame Preparatory School, MD

We took online tests and quizzes. We also learned lots of things by researching and actually
experiencing lots of different things. | don't like to make keynotes, but | love to take photos and make
movies out of them, or make music out of garage band.

7th grade girl, Robert C. Fisler, Fullerton Elementary, CA

! $$$

Last year | had to design a house that was self-sufficient on energy. We had to apply what we
learned about energy use of products and apply to a real life situation. | would tell them to make it
apply to a real life situation, like we did.

12th grade boy, Melbourne Senior High School, Brevard County School District, FL

My favorite science lesson when we were working on living creatures. These projects make me feel
more interested in the world, what is happening in the world and about all kinds of germs.
5th grade girl, Reilly Elementary School, City of Chicago School Dist 299, IL

To make everything interesting to students you should do things with the students that interest them.
My favorite thing to do is be hands on because | learn everything much better.
12th grade girl, Space Coast Junior/Senior High School, Brevard County School District, FL

| did a project on an illness for my anatomy class- the most fun part was researching the disease and
learning more about the disease. | think all math and science projects can be interesting if they can
be applied to real life situations in any way.

11th grade girl, Notre Dame Preparatory School, MD



INSPIRING THE NEXT GENERATION OF INNOVATORS: STUDENTS, PARENTS AND EDUCATORS SPEAK UP ABOUT SCIENCE EDUCATION

In biology, we went around the school & took samples from surfaces [and] grew the bacteria in a
Petri dish. It helped us get a better view of biology in our lives, which can be hard because bacteria
[are] so small. Also, we got to walk around & be creative about where our samples came from. We
need more interactive, hands-on activities, especially for chemistry. Chemistry is really hard because
you can’t even see what you're learning.

10th grade girl, Notre Dame Preparatory School, MD

| had to do an assignment in math about how CDs work, which was easily the most enjoyable and
entertaining assignment recently, because it gave me a chance to find out how something that | use
every day works. I'd like to tell my school that the assignments like that are the most fun
assignments out of all of the ones given to me, because it teaches me about something relating to
the subject, but it also makes itfun, in that | learn about how something that | use every day works.
9th grade boy, Florida Virtual High School, Florida Virtual School, FL

| liked this project when we learning about the solar system. | choose to do a model over [an] essay.
| made a model of the solar system using Styrofoam balls. The reason why this is my favorite project
is because | love making models.

6th grade girl, Sherwood Elementary School, Brevard County School District, FL

A project that | have done this year was a science project that tested what types of material could
create snowflakes using Styrofoam cups and dry ice. It was different because the predictions made
were very close to the outcomes.

11th grade girl, Eleanor Roosevelt High School, Prince George's County Public Schools, MD

A science or math lesson that | have done that was especially fun or interesting to me was when |
got to make lollipops in Chemistry. The thing that was different about this lesson was that it showed
how science can be used in every day life for something,

12th grade girl, Eleanor Roosevelt High School, Prince George's County Public Schools, MD

| enjoyed making a food commercial in science using the steps of advertising to persuade people to
but the item. It was really fun to film and act it out. | would like to do more things like this in the future
6th grade girl, Cardinal PacelliElementary School, Archdiocese of Cincinnati, OH

One Science thing that | did that was fun was DNA electrophoresis. This project was a smartly
applied lesson because it showed a real world use of what we were learning about.
10th grade boy, Louise Archer Elementary School, Fairfax County Public Schools, VA

The project itself is not the important part. What is important in ANY subject, and almost always not a
part of any of them, is relevance to our lives and our futures. MAKE THEM RELEVANT!
11th grade girl, Florida Virtual High School, Florida Virtual School, FL

My favorite subject in school is science because it's cool how people experiment on liquids. People
like to figure out to make new medicine for people all around the USA. When | grow up | want to be a
scientist.

5" grade girl, Gray Elementary School, City of Chicago School Dist 299, IL

| had to interview an engineer for my engineering class. At first, | didn't want to do it, but the person |
interviewed was in chemical engineering, my field of choice. | ended up learning valuable information
for my own academic future.

12th grade boy, Miami-Dade Virtual School, Dade County School District, FL

Last year | did a rocketry project for my physical science test. | always have enjoyed using rockets
and studying rocketry science and learning how to build these crafts. | would like to do something
like this for a job. | want to be an aerospace engineer.

9th grade boy, Palo Verde High School, Clark County School District, NV
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